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in or out of power. The great changes in English political
life have for the most part been brought about by the
Tories. It is in no sense true, then, that these two
aristocratic parties, both of which were in favour of the
control of Parliament over the Crown, were divided in any
deep matters of principle. It is the struggle for power which
produces parties. Tories and Whigs were originally sup-
porters of the Stuarts in the one case and of the Guelph
usurpers in the other case. This cause of dispute gradually
disappeared, but there remained the hereditary factions of
the great families of the land.

" It is only in aristocratic States that it is possible for
parties to endure so long. There arises a narrowness of party
feeling against which the liberal-minded average man rebels.
When Wellington was chief Minister, he perceived that
Catholic emancipation was a necessity; but when he resolved
to take this step, it was regarded by the members of his
party as a deadly offence. A German would consider it
deserving of admiration that a man should sacrifice a tradi-
tional party prejudice for the good of his country. The
English, however, say : ' It may perhaps have been necessary,
but it was a severe blow to the ethics of party/ Here the
word ' ethics ' is used in the same absurd sense as with us
in Germany at the present day. This is what happens to a
nation in which party feeling has entered into the very
blood of the people. Both parties completely approved of
the principles of the new constitution; both were capable
of governing ; and yet when the English crown, as a result
of the ' glorious revolution' and the wholly illegitimate
summoning of the Guelphs to the throne, had been reduced
to a cipher, parliamentary party government was found
necessary.

" The English Parliament in its great days was a worthy
counterpart of the Roman Senate. England was then an
aristocratic republic in the grand style. The crown played
only the part of ' a costly, but on the whole harmless capitol
to the pillar of the State/ In conjunction with this must be

O